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Dental Symptoms in English: How to Describe
Pain Precisely
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ENGLISH TRANSCRIPTION

toothache ˈtuːθeɪk

dental pain ˈdentəl peɪn

sharp pain ʃɑːp peɪn

dull pain dʌl peɪn

throbbing pain ˈθrɒbɪŋ peɪn

shooting pain ˈʃuːtɪŋ peɪn

aching ˈeɪkɪŋ

radiating pain ˈreɪdieɪtɪŋ peɪn

referred pain rɪˈfɜːd peɪn

constant pain ˈkɒnstənt peɪn

intermittent pain ˌɪntəˈmɪtənt peɪn

spontaneous pain spɒnˈteɪniəs peɪn

lingering pain ˈlɪŋɡərɪŋ peɪn

mild pain maɪld peɪn

severe pain sɪˈvɪə peɪn

pressure ˈpreʃə

tenderness ˈtendənəs

discomfort dɪsˈkʌmfət

sensitivity ˌsensɪˈtɪvəti

cold sensitivity kəʊld ˌsensɪˈtɪvəti

heat sensitivity hiːt ˌsensɪˈtɪvəti

sweet sensitivity swiːt ˌsensɪˈtɪvəti

pain on biting peɪn ɒn ˈbaɪtɪŋ

pain on chewing peɪn ɒn ˈtʃuːɪŋ
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tender to touch ˈtendə tə tʌtʃ

bleeding gums ˈbliːdɪŋ ɡʌmz

swollen gums ˈswəʊlən ɡʌmz

sore gums sɔː ɡʌmz

red gums red ɡʌmz

itchy gums ˈɪtʃi ɡʌmz

receding gums rɪˈsiːdɪŋ ɡʌmz

swelling ˈswelɪŋ

facial swelling ˈfeɪʃəl ˈswelɪŋ

inflammation ˌɪnfləˈmeɪʃən

pus pʌs

discharge ˈdɪstʃɑːdʒ

mouth ulcer maʊθ ˈʌlsə

canker sore ˈkæŋkə sɔː

cold sore kəʊld sɔː

blister ˈblɪstə

white patch waɪt pætʃ

loose tooth luːs tuːθ

tooth mobility tuːθ məʊˈbɪləti

chipped tooth tʃɪpt tuːθ

cracked tooth krækt tuːθ

broken tooth ˈbrəʊkən tuːθ

worn tooth wɔːn tuːθ

discoloration dɪsˌkʌləˈreɪʃən

stained tooth steɪnd tuːθ

dark tooth dɑːk tuːθ

exposed root ɪkˈspəʊzd ruːt
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gap between teeth ɡæp bɪˈtwiːn tiːθ

food impaction fuːd ɪmˈpækʃən

bad breath bæd breθ

bad taste bæd teɪst

metallic taste məˈtælɪk teɪst

dry mouth draɪ maʊθ

burning sensation ˈbɜːnɪŋ senˈseɪʃən

numbness ˈnʌmnəs

tingling ˈtɪŋɡlɪŋ

jaw pain dʒɔː peɪn

jaw clicking dʒɔː ˈklɪkɪŋ

jaw locking dʒɔː ˈlɒkɪŋ

limited mouth opening ˈlɪmɪtɪd maʊθ ˈəʊpənɪŋ

trismus ˈtrɪzməs

difficulty chewing ˈdɪfɪkəlti ˈtʃuːɪŋ

difficulty swallowing ˈdɪfɪkəlti ˈswɒləʊɪŋ

teeth grinding tiːθ ˈɡraɪndɪŋ

jaw clenching dʒɔː ˈklentʃɪŋ

fever ˈfiːvə

swollen lymph node ˈswəʊlən ˈlɪmf nəʊd
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I have a toothache.

The pain started three days ago.

It hurts when I bite down.

My tooth is sensitive to cold drinks.

The pain keeps me awake at night.

My gums bleed when I brush my teeth.

I have a throbbing pain in my upper left molar.

The pain comes and goes.

My jaw clicks when I open my mouth.

I have a bad taste in my mouth.

One of my teeth feels loose.

The whole side of my face is swollen.

Painkillers don't help any more.

Can you show me exactly where it hurts?
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